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The Liturgy of the Palms 
The service begins in the courtyard. 

Introit Lift Up Your Heads Peter Niedmann 

Celebrant: Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People:  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon 
the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If 
anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them 
immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

"Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and 
put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, 

"Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds were 
saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day, he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and 
was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his 
way.  Let these branches be for us signs of his victory and grant that we who bear them in his name 
may ever hail him as our King and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and 
reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People:  Hosanna in the highest. 
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The Procession 

Deacon: Let us go forth in peace. 
People:  In the name of Christ. Amen. 

During the procession, all hold branches in their hands. The People follow the cross into the church. 

Opening Hymn • 154 All Glory, laud, and honor King’s Weston 

The Word of God 
Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray.     

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example 
of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in 
his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Lesson: Isaiah 50:4-9a Please be seated. 

Reader:  A reading from Isaiah. 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with 
a word. Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The 
Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to 
those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from 
insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have 
set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who 
will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It 
is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.     
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Second Lesson: Philippians 2:5-11 

Reader:  A reading from Philippians. 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of 
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.     

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn • 435 At the Name of Jesus King’s Weston  

Holy Gospel: John 13:21-32 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

At supper with his friends, Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, "Very truly, I tell you, one of 
you will betray me." The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One 
of his disciples-- the one whom Jesus loved-- was reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore 
motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked 
him, "Lord, who is it?" Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have 
dipped it in the dish." So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, "Do quickly 
what you are going to do." Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. Some thought 
that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, "Buy what we need for the festival"; 
or, that he should give something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately 
went out. And it was night. 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 
him at once." 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.      
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sermon The Rev. Stephen C. Britt 

Nicene Creed All stand and speak in unison. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.  

The Prayers of the People Form V 
 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
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For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at 
the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy  

For all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy  

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may 
be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy  

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy  

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy  

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and 
freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy  

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in 
danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy  

For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory 
in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy  

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; 
that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy  

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 
life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 
life to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord our God. 

Silence. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect, or the following Doxology 

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Confession of Sin  

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept. 
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The people may stand or kneel, all saying 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you  in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace The people stand and greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:  And also with you. 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory  The Humblest of Them All 
Children’s Choir  

 

Kelly Vaneman 

The highway to Bethlehem was rocky and worn as Mary rode faithfully to that first Christmas 
morn. She could have ridden on a grand, noble steed But instead God chose a donkey: it was all 
that she'd need. He chose the lowly, he chose the small; He chose the littlest one of them all. He 
chose the humblest of them all. The road to Jerusalem with palm leaves was paved as Jesus rode 
into town, all people to save. He could have ridden on a grand, noble steed But instead God chose 
a donkey: it was all that he'd need. He chose the lowly, he chose the small; He chose the littlest one 
of them all. He chose the humblest of them all. The path we are walking on is barely begun, but 
we're chosen to follow it by God's gracious Son. He chose the lowly, he chose the small; He chose 
the littlest one of them all. He chose the humblest of them all. The lowly, the little, the meek and 
the small, He chooses the humblest of us all. 

Presentation Hymn • 343 v. 3   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words: James Montgomery, alt. 
Music: St. Agnes, melody John Bacchus Dykes; harm. Richard Proulx 
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Celebrant: The Lord be with you.   
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.   
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw 
the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation 
for all who put their trust in him. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus • S 124  New Plainsong by David Hurd 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve 

The Great Thanksgiving                                                                         Eucharistic Prayer A 
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you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem • S 161  New Plainsong by David Hurd 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

Communion • 313 Let thy Blood in mercy poured Jesus, meine Zuversicht 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray.   

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. 

Closing Hymn • 458 My song is love unknown Love Unknown 

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses the people  

People:  Thanks be to God.  

 
 

 
 


