Jose Episcopal Church F

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 22, 2024 at 10:30 a.m.




All are welcome at San Jose Episcopal Church

We welcome you to San Jose Episcopal Church, a traditional parish focused on the
Holy Eucharist and the best of the Anglican tradition, which welcomes all people and
embraces many points of view. Our commitment is to work, worship, and minister in
the service of our Lord; and with the help of the Holy Spirit, we intend to live prayerfully
and joyfully in each other’s company. We welcome everyone who wants to join us on
any part of this holy pilgrimage. Above all, know that we are blessed to have you
worship with us.

About Worship in the Episcopal Church

If our liturgy (worship) is unfamiliar to you, we hope the information below will be
helpful. If you require help, please inform one of our ushers or simply turn to one of
your neighbors in the pews, let them know you are a visitor, and they will gladly help.

Our liturgy is rooted in the practices of ancient Christianity. Everything you see and
hear today, including the prayers, music, architecture, physical postures, and responses,
hold deep meaning about our beliefs, and are intentional and outward expressions of
our faith.

Families with children of all ages are welcome at our worship services. There are many
postures of prayer observed in the Episcopal church, usually standing or kneeling, but
please do what you find most comfortable. Restrooms are located outside of the main
church entrance to your right as you exit.

We now have assisted listening devices available for use during livestreamed services.
Please contact an usher to request one. Users will need to supply their own headphones
or earbuds. Instruction cards are available when you request a device.

About Receiving the Holy Communion

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion at San Jose. If you are unable to receive
at the altar rail, notify an usher and the clergy will come to your pew. If you wish to
receive a blessing instead of bread, cross your arms over your chest. Please notify the
clergy if you require a gluten-free wafer.



The Holy Eucharist: Rite I

The Word of God

Prelude Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland J. S. Bach
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Words: Frederico J. Pagura; tr. F. Pratt Green
Music: Valet will ich der geben, harm. And desc. Ronald Arnatt

The people standing, the Celebrant says
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Peogple: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The following hymn is sung, all standing
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Setting: New Plainsong, David Hurd

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: ~ 'The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: ~ Let us pray.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a Plase be seated
Reader: A reading from Micah.

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
trom ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.



And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.

Reader: The Word of the Lotd.
People: Thanks be to God.

Canticle 15 Sung by the choir.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Second Lesson: Hebrews 10:5-10
Reader: A reading from Hebrews.

When Christ came into the wotld, he said,

"Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;

in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.

Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God'
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me)."



When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and
burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law), then he added, "See, 1
have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God's
will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.
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Words: Martin Luther after Ambrose of Milan, tr. William M. Reynolds and James Waring McCrady
Music: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, harm. Melchior Vulpius

The Gospel: Luke 1:39-45

Celebrant: -~ 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Peogple: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord."

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.
Peogple: Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Sermon Please be seated. The Rev. Stephen C. Britt

The Nicene Creed A/ stand and speak in unison.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
tfrom the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form IV

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in
your love, and reveal your glory in the world. S7/esnce
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may
honor one another and serve the common good. S7/ence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in
the service of others and to your honor and glory. Silence
Lotd, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and
love one another as he loves us. S7/ence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Sz/ence
Lotd, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. S7/ence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.



The Peace The people stand and greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

Celebrant: ~ 'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Offertory The Song of Mary Richard Shephard
Hymn 679 v. 1 Surely it is God who saves me Thonias Merton
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Words: Catl P. Daw, Jr., para. of The First Song of Isaiah
Music: Thomas Merton, Ray W. Urwin

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant: ~ 'The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: ~ Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: ~ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him
of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we
may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Sanctus Sung by all.

Hymnal S 124
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Setting: New Plainsong, David

The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues until the following is said

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

A Celebrant and People
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The Celebrant continues until the following is said

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

The Breaking of the Bread

Hymnal S 154
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Setting: New Plainsong, David



Communion

After Commmunion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

The Angel Gabriel
Chris Robertson

Basque Carol
Arr. Richard Shephard

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, may bless the people.

Veni, veni, Emmanuel

Closing Hymn 56 O come, o come, Emmanuel
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The stanzas may be used as antiphons with “The Song of Mary” on the dates given.

Words: Latin, ca. 9% cent.

Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15% cent.; adapt. Thomas Helmore; acc. Richard Proulx
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The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses the people
People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude Veni, Emmanuel Robert J. Powell

Church Staff
The Rev. Stephen C. Britt, Rector FrBritt@San]oseEpiscopal.com
The Rev. Katie Bennett, Deacon Katie@San]oseEpiscopal.com
Brandon Michael Smith, Director of Music Brandon@§San]oseEpiscopal.com
Susan Beaudin, Parish Administrator Susan(@San]oseEpiscopal.com
Cathy Richter, Assistant to the Rector Cathy@San]JoseEpiscopal.com
Janice Waters, Parish Nurse Jan@San]oseEpiscopal.com
Melissa Spediacci, Children’s Ministry Melissa@SanJoseEpiscopal.com
Cathe Gray, Outreach Outreach@SanjoseEpiscopal.com
Barbara Turon, Nursery ChurchOffice@SanjoseEpiscopal.com
Kelli Cribb, Youth Ministry ChurchOffice@SanjoseEpiscopal.com

San Jose Episcopal Church is a parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Florida.
The church office is open Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
www.SanJoseEpiscopal.com 7423 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville, FL. 32217  (904) 733-1811
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