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All are welcome at San Jose Episcopal Church 
We welcome you to San Jose Episcopal Church, a traditional parish focused on the 
Holy Eucharist and the best of the Anglican tradition, which welcomes all people and 
embraces many points of view. Our commitment is to work, worship, and minister in 
the service of our Lord; and with the help of the Holy Spirit, we intend to live prayerfully 
and joyfully in each other’s company. We welcome everyone who wants to join us on 
any part of this holy pilgrimage. Above all, know that we are blessed to have you 
worship with us.  

 
 

About Worship in the Episcopal Church 
If our liturgy (worship) is unfamiliar to you, we hope the information below will be 
helpful. If you require help, please inform one of our ushers or simply turn to one of 
your neighbors in the pews, let them know you are a visitor, and they will gladly help. 
Our liturgy is rooted in the practices of ancient Christianity. Everything you see and 
hear today, including the prayers, music, architecture, physical postures, and responses, 
hold deep meaning about our beliefs, and are intentional and outward expressions of 
our faith. 
Families with children of all ages are welcome at our worship services. There are many 
postures of prayer observed in the Episcopal church, usually standing or kneeling, but 
please do what you find most comfortable. Restrooms are located outside of the main 
church entrance to your right as you exit.  
We now have assisted listening devices available for use during livestreamed services. 
Please contact an usher to request one. Users will need to supply their own headphones 
or earbuds. Instruction cards are available when you request a device. 

 
 

About Receiving the Holy Communion 
All are welcome to receive Holy Communion at San Jose. If you are unable to receive 
at the altar rail, notify an usher and the clergy will come to your pew. If you wish to 
receive a blessing instead of bread, cross your arms over your chest. Please notify the 
clergy if you require a gluten-free wafer. 
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The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
The Word of God 

Prelude   
Opening Hymn 546 Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve 

 

Siroe 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria The following hymn is sung, all standing Hymnal S 280 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray.     
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of 
your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

The First Lesson: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 Please be seated. 
Reader:  A reading from Esther. 
The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were drinking 
wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. 
And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther 
answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that 
is my petition-- and the lives of my people-- that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men 
and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” 
Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do 
this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the 
king and the queen. 
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Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that 
Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits 
high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 
Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King 
Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month 
Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained 
relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness 
and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days 
for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.     
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 124 Sung. 

 
Choir:   Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 
All:   Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 

If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
 let Israel now say; 
If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
 when enemies rose up against us; 
Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
 in their fierce anger toward us; 

All:   Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 
Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
 and the torrent gone over us; 
Then would the raging waters * 
 have gone right over us. 

All:   Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the Lord! * 
 he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
 the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 
 the maker of heaven and earth. 

All:   Our help is in the Name of the Lord. 
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The Second Lesson: James 5:13-20 
Reader:  A reading from James. 
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over 
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the 
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess 
your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the 
righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it 
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, 
and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
 

Sequence Hymn 635 If thou but trust in God to guide thee Wer nur den lieben Gott 

 
The Gospel: Mark 9:38-50 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does 
a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against 
us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name 
of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be 
better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If 
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; 
it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye 
causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than 
to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 
quenched. 
“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season 
it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.      
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Sermon Please be seated. The Rev. Stephen C. Britt 
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The Nicene Creed All stand and speak in unison. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen.  

The Prayers of the People Form III The Leader and People pray responsively 

Leader:  Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People:  That we all may be one. 
Leader:  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  
People:  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
Leader:  We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People:  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
Leader:  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
People:  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Leader:  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
People:  That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Leader:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
People:  That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Leader:  Give to the departed eternal rest. 
People:  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
Leader:  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People:  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Leader:  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.   
Silence. The People may add their own petitions. The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Confession of Sin The people may stand or kneel. 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept. 
All:   Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
  deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
  with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
  and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and  
  forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
  Name. Amen.  
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Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus  
  Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you  
  in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace The people stand and greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion 
Offertory  Cantate Domino  

Sung by the choir 
Giuseppe O. Pitoni 

 

Presentation Hymn  
The people stand as able. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow 

Hymn 380 v. 3, Old 
100th 

 
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.   
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.   
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus Sung by all. Hymnal S 125 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
The people stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues until the follow is said 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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The Celebrant continues until the follow is said  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
 
Communion WLP 819 Guide my feet, Lord African-American Spiritual 

 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.   
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. 
 

Closing Hymn  Go forth for God Old 124th  

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses the people  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude  Wer nur den lieben Gott J. S. Bach 

 


